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SPECIFICATION 
FOR 

BATTERIES, STORAGE 
 

(THIS SPECIFICATION IS RELEASED FOR PROCUREMENT PURPOSES UNTIL REVISED OR  
RESCINDED.) 
 
SCOPE 
 
This specification covers the lead antimony alloy and lead calcium alloy (low water loss) type storage 
batteries in the wet-charged and dry-charged condition for automotive, commercial and off-the-highway 
power applications. 
 

I. CLASSIFICATION 
 

The storage batteries shall be of either 6 or 12 volt ratings with cranking performance amps 
at 0 degrees F, as specified in the Invitation For Bid. 

 
II. APPLICABLE STANDARDS 

 
The following documents of issue in effect on the date of the invitation for bids shall form a 
part of this specification to the extent described herein. 

 
Battery Technical Manual 
Battery Council International (BCI) 
111 East Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Il 60601 

 
III. REQUIREMENTS 

 
A. PERFORMANCE AND CONSTRUCTION 

 
All batteries and electrolyte furnished under this specification shall substantially 
conform to the battery council international, battery materials specifications, storage 
battery specifications, dimensional specification and ratings.  

 
All batteries shall be of the first line and quality produced by the manufacturer and 
must be new, clean and fresh stock.  

 
Dry-charged batteries must be fully usable within 30 minutes following addition of the 
electrolyte. 

 
B. MARKING 

 
Each battery is to be stamped or stenciled "property of (owner)", i.e., "Property of 
North Carolina State", "Property of Pamlico County", etc. 

 
The name or trade name of the battery manufacturer shall be permanently attached to 
or molded into the container.  Letters, numbers and/or symbols which shall enable the 
state to determine ratings from the manufacturer's data sheet shall be stamped on the 
container or the battery connectors. Each battery shall be plainly marked to show the 
month and the year that it was delivered. 
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IV. WARRANTY 

 
The standard warranty shall apply for each battery in its particular application.  Batteries used 
in passenger cars and pickup trucks under 1-ton capacity shall be classified as passenger 
car batteries and the consumer warranty shall apply.  Batteries used in trucks of 1-ton 
capacity and over and in heavy equipment shall be classified as commercial batteries, and 
the commercial warranty shall apply. 

 
NOTE:  Passenger car batteries shall carry twice the guarantee of commercial batteries. 

 
In addition to the shelf life guarantee and the free battery replacement guarantee stated in 
the invitation for bids, a prorated adjustment shall be given for each battery replaced during 
its warranty period.  All final adjustments will be at least equal to or more than the value of the 
current salvage price.  

 
V. SERVICE, PARTS AND MANUALS 

 
This specification does not require any service, parts or manuals. 

 
VI. ACCEPTANCE EVALUATION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE 

 
Batteries and electrolyte will be inspected for compliance with this specification, as deemed 
necessary.  The state reserves the right to request samples and to evaluate batteries on any 
(or all) tests as listed in BCI storage battery specifications.  The state shall reserve the right 
to require all bidders to furnish certification of batteries offered indicating full compliance with 
the CCA and Reserve Capacity rating as advertised.  The state further reserves the right to 
conduct independent tests for compliance with these ratings. 

 
VII. DELIVERY AND PAYMENT 

 
Delivery of and payment for items under this specification shall be in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the invitation for bids.  The contractor shall be responsible for any 
packing, packaging, or protection required to insure safe delivery in an undamaged condition. 

 
 
VIII. ORDERING DATA 

 
Purchasers should exercise any desired option offered herein and should specify the 
following in the requisition and invitation for bids: 

 
1.  Title, number, and date of this specification. 
2.  Whether wet-charged or dry-charged battery is desired. 
3.  BCI group sizes, cranking performance amps (CCA) at 0 degrees F., and approximate 

reserve capacity in minutes at 80 degrees F. 
4.  Whether test reports are required. 

 


